July 2024

él\/lustard fSeed

Ifyou havefaith asa grain of mustard seed...Matt. 17:20

~

For'l am convinced

that neither death
nor life, neither angels
nor demons,
neither the present
nor the future,
nor any powers,
neither height nor
depth nor anything
else in all creation,
will be able to
separate us from the
love of God that
is in Christ Jesus
our Lord.
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Decently and T2 Order by Paul King

If you are around Presbyterians long enough you will
hear folks talk about doing things “decently and in order”. It is
not just a catch phrase. It is what we aspire to do, who we
aspire to be. Our Presbyterian polity, our form of governance, is
a representative one. We do not answer to an individual leader
holding an office at the head of the church because we
recognize the head of the church as Jesus Christ. Our church
governance, instead, acknowledges the diverse gifts of
individual members who make up the church. Some members
are called into special service within the church as ruling elders,
deacons, or ministers of Word and Sacrament (also known as
teaching elders). Presbyterians strive to consider issues and
make decisions in the local congregation, in presbyteries and
synods, and at General Assembly, by ensuring the diversity of
church membership is represented, and by balancing
representation equally between ruling elders and teaching
elders. When we meet to discuss issues of any kind, from
selecting the color of sanctuary carpet to our role in caring for
God’s creation, we attempt to do so decently and in order.

The source of this aim can be found in the fourteenth
chapter of Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, verse 40. Jodi
Craiglow suggests three lessons Paul is trying to teach us.
First, be respectful of the people God has put into our
community. Second, be deliberate about honoring and utilizing
the full variety of spiritual gifts that God has blessed to
individual people. And third, remember that our primary purpose
in Christian community is “the enrichment of our relationship
with God and with one another.” (‘Decently and in order’, PC
(USA) Presbyterian Mission website, 05/03/2022).

Continued on page 2
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~ DECENTLY AND IN ORDER cont. from page | I

In summary, be respectful to each other, be grateful for diverse gifts possessed by individuals, and be
reconciled to God and to one another.

Are we always successful at these things. Of course not! We are

0
human! As Paul writes in Romans 3:10, “There is no one who is righteous, not BE kIND w 0”[ A“OT [D
i . . e !

even one.” All have sinned and fall short. But we are justified by the grace of

God, unearned and undeserved, through the redemption of Jesus Christ, T[NDERH[ ART[ D
9

effective through faith. Because we count ourselves as sinners, we confess

our sins against God and one another early during our worship service, right F@R@W N(G 0” A“UTH
after the opening sentences, prayer, and/or hymn. Before we turn our ’
attention to hearing the Word read and proclaimed, we publicly confess how M Gm W/ C&NA‘U
we have missed the mark, and we pray for forgiveness. The PC(USA) Book of

Common Worship suggests that the Peace be placed immediately following ER@ A%/E yy
the Confession and Pardon as a tangible symbol of forgiveness to others. In v

response to God’s amazing love for us and God’s grace in pardoning us, we EPHESIAMS U-3¢2
are called to forgive each other. The liturgist prompts the gathering using these words or something similar,
“Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another (Eph. 4:32).” And the congregation greets one
another by saying, “The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you”, as recipients respond with “And also with

you”.

The Confession of 1967, one of twelve confessions in our Book of Confessions, reminds us, “In Jesus
Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself ... He is present in the church by the power of the Holy Spirit to
continue and complete his mission ... the church calls all people to be reconciled to God and to one another.” In
joy and thanksgiving for the merciful love of God in reconciling us to himself through Jesus Christ, may we
enthusiastically endeavor to be reconciled to God and to one another.

~ STEWARDSHIP UPDATE I |~ PRESBYTERY PRAYER CONCERNS
As of May 8, 2024 Below are prayer concerns from the
=== Presbytery of the Mid-South for this
YTD Income:  $23,650 month. Please add these to your prayers

YTD Net Income:  $1,674

Parenthesis indicate negative number. Week of 7/7: Church Leaders, Office
Personnel, and all Support Staff
Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing Week of 7/14:  Evergreen Presbyterian,

of the Lord your God that he has given you.

Memphis
Deuteronomy 16:17 Week of 7/21:

First Presbyterian, Memphis
Idlewild Presbyterian, Memphis
Week of 7/28: Young Adult Volunteers

As always, pray for CPC and its members.
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Join the Town of Collierville for a community celebration for our nation
at the 38th annual Collierville Independence Day Celebration!

Wednesday, July 3 we will celebrate together at HW Cox Park (440 W Powell
Road).The order of events includes:

6:00 PM - Food vendors open.
7:00 PM - Entertainment begins.
9:30 PM - Fireworks grand finale!

Alexis Jade & the Gemstones will start the show, followed by the Soul Shockers
performing a mix of classic 60's Motown, 70's funk, and today's top dance hits.

The highlight of the event will be Collierville’s 18-minute fireworks show, one of
the largest in the mid-south!

The rain date is Thursday, July 4.
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Click here

f==) Collierville
i 'f

== LIBRARY

Click here

SUPPI.Y DRIVE

SUPPLIES NEEDED BY JULY 2IST.

Epiphany Lutheran Church is collecting school supplies for Collierville
Elementary School students ages 2-6.There is a box outside of the
Pastor TroyAnn’s office for you to drop off items. Please drop off
everything by July 21st. Items will be delivered to the school on

August |st.

Click here for ideas of things to purchase. Enter Code ID: COL129.
You do not have to purchase items on this site but can use for ideas.
Questions? Contact Twila Hooverson.



https://www.colliervilletn.gov/visitors/library-273
https://www.colliervilletn.gov/government/town-news
https://www.educationalproducts.com/shoppacks/
mailto:msjas@comcast.net
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